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Level 2 
Surveys



Remember: Be Safe
• Assess hazards to yourself and others (including 

lone working)

• Especially important if it’s your first survey at a site

• Consider: water, trips, steep slopes, heat, cold, 
animals etc.

• Don’t survey if you feel unsafe!

• Regard all pond water as a possible source of 
disease

• Don’t immerse cuts or consume food

• Wear appropriate clothing/footwear

• Consider gloves but in any case always wash hands 
thoroughly afterwards



Biosecurity
• Clean equipment / footwear between sites (especially 

between ponds >1km apart)

• Helps prevent spread of invasive alien pond plants





Pondwatch Level 2
No experience required. Training is required

Five surveys, January‒May

Spend 30‒60 minutes surveying using 
visual surveys, netting or torching

Record any pondlife that you see
Take photos, especially if you are not sure 
of what you have seen

Complete the survey form and submit 
your results



Where to survey (Level 2)
Your own pond, a pond you are aware of and 

know the landowner, a pond the Natural 

Environment team require monitoring or 

another of your choice.

Make sure you have permission from the 

landowner and it is safe to do so.

Landowner permission: If you have chosen a 

pond of your own, get permission and fill out a 

Landowner Survey Consent Form.







When to survey (Level 2)
Time of year: January‒May 

Ponds contain water and amphibians are most 
likely to be seen in and around the water.

Time of day: Variable depending on pond 
condition and methods used. We recommend 
surveying at different times of the day with 
different methods.

Number of surveys: Five, using multiple 
methods, but you can carry out more if you 
want. 



What species? (Level 2)
You can record any pond-dwelling species, 
BUT we are particularly interested in 
observations of amphibians.

If you have received training and feel 
sufficiently competent, you can opt-in to 
record some supplementary species. These 
consist of two groups:

1. Invasive Non-Native (INN) aquatic plants

2. Dragonflies and damselflies (adults and 
nymphs)



How to survey (Level 2)
Equipment:

• Pondwatch JE survey form - Level 2 (available from 
https://groups.arguk.org/jarg) 

• pen or pencil

• mobile phone (for emergencies)

• thermometer*

• small safety torch

• high powered torch**

• pond net*

Optional (recommended):

• camera (a smart phone camera is fine)

• species ID guides

• map of survey site

*available to borrow from Natural Environment
**available to borrow but limited availability

https://groups.arguk.org/jarg


Step 1: Download a survey 
form and complete the 
Volunteer Working 
Agreement. Return the 
agreement to the address 
shown.
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Step 2: Visit your chosen pond during the day to familiarise
yourself with the site and assess any risks. Update the risk 
assessment as necessary.

Step 3: Fill in your contact details on the form.
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Step 4: Record the pond details (name, location, type and 
construction).
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Step 5: Carry out a pond habitat suitability assessment. 
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Step 6: Record the 3 most dominant habitats around the 
pond. 
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Habitat classifications

Level 1 Level 2

Terrestrial

Grassland

Woodland and forest

Heathland and shrub

Wetland

Cropland

Urban

Sparsely vegetated land

Freshwater Rivers and lakes

18 categories (Sources: UK Habitat Classification Working Group, 2018; 

UK Habitat Classification Field Key 2018) – find out more at 

http://ecountability.co.uk/ukhabworkinggroup-ukhab/

‘Level 3’ habitat categories for all surveys. 

http://ecountability.co.uk/ukhabworkinggroup-ukhab/


Level 3

habitat 
categories 

Tick the 3 

most 

dominant 

in each 
buffer width



Carry out five survey visits (if possible) between January 
and May following the next set of steps.

Step 7: At the start of each survey record the visit number, 
date, the start time, air temperature, whether or not there is 
bright moonlight (night surveys only) and if wind is disturbing 
the water. Also record the water clarity, rainfall (choosing the 
most recent applicable option) and which (if any) 
supplementary species you are recording.
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Step 8: Spend 30‒60 minutes using any of the following three 
methods to survey the pond, aiming to use all three methods 
across your multiple survey visits.

Visual search (daytime): walk around the pond edge 
looking for all lifestages (including eggs). 

Netting: Carried out from the pond bank at 2m intervals. 
Agitate the net through vegetation at the pond edge, in an 
arc spanning 2 metres. Move to the next 2-metre stretch 
and repeat. 

Torchlight survey (night time): Consider risks carefully. If 
done on same day as netting, do before netting. Count 
amphibians seen in the 2m stretch in front of you. Move to 
the next 2-metre stretch and repeat.
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Step 9: Record your sightings, including as much information 
as possible. 
Amphibian spawn and tadpoles can be difficult to count, so 
instead you can record a range (e.g. 10‒20) or simply tick the 
box to indicate they were seen. 
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Step 10: Record the end time, percentage of shoreline 
surveyed (and netted if applicable) and indicate which 
methods were used. 

Step 11: Once you have completed all of your surveys, record 
any supplementary information, including the date you first 
saw spawn in your pond (if applicable), if toads have been run 
over on nearby roads and if a grass snake has been seen in 
the pond. 

Step 12: Submit your results!
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