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Water fern (Azolla filiculoides) N N SS

Key ID Features
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Usually green but often has a reddish tinge and can be
completely red when exposed to stresses

"/" Tiny - up to 2.5cm long

*( ' and fem like, rough
- (""""'"—__ ranular appearance,
Black / brown roots hang | I”'\ -~ rg]()n wettatF))IFe)z surface
beneath floating leaves, 2
easily break off
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New Zealand pigmyweed (Crassula helmsii) N NSS
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Key ID Features Flowers very small, often absent,

whitish-green to slightly pink . e Forms dense

‘, mats within the
<
" o water body
Forms dense mats within the water body 2 ‘
~ : * Flowers very
small, often

absent, whitish-

\Flower'; have green to slightly
pink

* Flowers have 4
petals

X



New Zealand pigmyweed (Crassula helmsii) N NSS
Identification of different forms

 Terrestrial (left): Growing away from water’s edge or left GB non-native species secretariat
stranded as water level falls, creeping stems and aerial, fleshy e AN
leaves.

« Emergent (middle): Densely packed leaves in water,
intermediate between terrestrial and submerged form (occurs
in water <0.6m deep.)

« Submerged (right): Elongated stems with leaves sparse and
flat, able to form extensive mats on bed of water body.
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New Zealand pigmyweed (Crassula helmsii) N NSS
— similar species
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A group of species known as water-starworts are most likely to be
confused with New Zealand pigmyweed. Water-starworts are dis-
tinguished from New Zealand pigmyweed by their non-fleshy
leaves, which are usually notched at the tip (hold up to light or use
hand lens), and lack of collar at leaf base.

Water-starworts S hat ‘, ? | Water-starwort leaf

Native : ey with typically notched
(Callictriche species) - ey tip, a hand lens is

7 & 2

usually required to
see this properly
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Canadian waterweed (Elodea canadensis)

Canadian Waterweed
(Elodea canadensis)

Leaves up to 2 cm
long, in whorls of 3,
widest at middle and
either pointed or
rounded at end

NNSS
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* Flowers are small
and inconspicuous
and petals white or
white tinged with red
and borne on end of
very long fine stalk.



Parrot’s feather (Myriophyllum aquaticum) N N S S
» Changes form depending on the conditions, varying

between submerged to emergent foliage. SB nen-natie Species Secretarial
« Both forms are similar in appearance e ANA—
 Emergent leaves are

Stiﬁ, bl’lght green and Leaves bright to blue-grey green Leaves form in whorls of 4-6

the most distinctive

form.

« Submerged leaves are
more fragile and, after
death, decompose

quickly.

Stem breaks easily, brown
roots present around nodes

Finely divided
leaves,
: - feather-like

Forms inconspicuous

flowers at base of

leaves between May

and August. Small

(2mm) and white.

Can be difficult to see.
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