
Level 2
Wall lizard 

survey



Reptilewatch Level 2 (wall lizards)
No experience needed, training is needed

Six surveys, March‒October

Spend 30 minutes visually searching

Record wall lizards

Take photos, especially if you are not 
sure of what you have seen

Complete the survey form and submit 
your results



When to survey
Time of year: March‒October

Reptiles rely on heat from the sun to regulate their body 
temperature. Better chances in the spring (April to June) and 
autumn (mid-August to mid-October).

BUT, wall lizards are sun-lovers, and may be found throughout 
the year in sunny conditions.

Aim for three visits in spring (April – June), and two 
visits in autumn (mid-August – mid-October). Your 
sixth visit can be at any suitable time.



When to survey
Time of day: Depends on the weather, but peaks of 
activity are generally in the morning and afternoon.

Good conditions include days with sun or partial 
cloud between 10 and 20℃.

Strong wind and heavy rain are generally bad, 
but sunny periods after rain can be productive. 

Long periods of hot dry weather are not favourable 
(but wall lizards may still be active).



Where to survey
Known and suspected wall lizard sites.

A site of your choice, or one provided to you.

Suitable habitats are often those regularly exposed to 
the sun and include dry stone walls, fort walls, steps, 
rocks, cliffs and quarries.

Arranging landowner permission

If you aren’t the landowner, the coordinator will help 

you to identify and contact the owner to arrange 
permission to survey the site.

A template introductory letter for 

requesting permission is available.



Equipment

You will need
• a Reptilewatch JE Level 2 wall lizard survey form

• a pen or pencil

• a mobile phone (for use in the event of an emergency)

Optional (recommended):
• a camera (a smart phone camera is fine)

• binoculars

• species ID guides

• Global Positioning System (GPS) / GPS 

phone app that allows you to record coordinates

• map of survey site



Preparation
Step 1: Read, complete and return the Volunteer 

Working Agreement Form.

Step 2: Visit your site to familiarise yourself with the 

site and assess any risks.

Step 3: Identify either: 

• a walking survey route that allows you to visually 

search most suitable parts of the site within ~30 

minutes, or

• a fixed point from which you can visually 

search the habitat (e.g. using binoculars 

to search a large wall).



Preparation
Step 4: Fill in your contact details and record the site 

details (name, location).

Step 5: Assess the connectivity and patch size of wall 

lizard habitat at your survey site.



Doing the survey
Step 6: At the start of the survey, record:

• Date

• Visit number

• Start time

• Cloud cover

• Survey method(s)



Doing the survey

Step 7: Spend 30 minutes visually searching for wall 

lizards!

Do not survey an area more than once in a visit.

Take photos, minimise disturbance.



Doing the survey
Step 8: Record your sightings

• Time

• Species

• Lifestage

• Sex

•  Quantity

•  Certainty of identification

•  Habitat

•  Location



Doing the survey
Step 9: At the end of the survey, record:

• End time

• Time spent surveying

• Average wind speed

• Rainfall



Doing the survey

Step 10:  Submit your results!!

Resources

JARG website: https://groups.arguk.org/jarg

Reptilewatch Level 2 wall lizard handbook

Reptilewatch Level 2 Wall Lizard survey form

https://groups.arguk.org/jarg
https://groups.arguk.org/images/users/70/downloads/NE-I-Reptilewatch_Level_2_wall_lizard_handbook_v1.1.pdf
https://groups.arguk.org/images/users/70/downloads/NE-F-Reptilewatch_level_2_wall_lizard_survey_form_v2.1_16.07.20.docx
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Email confirmation

Follow the link to set up your password and activate your account









Register your site





Entering your data



Explore your records





Help !!

Jersey Biodiversity Centre 

jbc@societe.je

or 

WildaboutJersey@gov.je

mailto:jbc@societe.je
mailto:WildaboutJersey@gov.je


Lunch break !

13:00 Part 2 – Level 2


	Slide 1: Level 2 Wall lizard survey 
	Slide 2: Reptilewatch Level 2 (wall lizards)
	Slide 3: When to survey
	Slide 4: When to survey
	Slide 5: Where to survey
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Level 2 Wall lizard data 
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: Email confirmation
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26

