
Reptilewatch Level 1
No experience or training needed

One survey, March‒October

Spend 30 minutes visually searching

Record any wildlife that you see

Take photos, especially if you are not 
sure of what you have seen

Complete the survey form and submit 
your results



Be safe
• Assess hazards to yourself and others (including 

lone working)

• Especially important if it’s your first survey at a site

• Consider: water, trips, steep slopes, heat, cold, 
animals etc.

• Don’t survey if you feel unsafe!

• Wear appropriate clothing/footwear

• Brambles, gorse, nettles and others are common

• Consider gloves but in any case always wash hands 
thoroughly afterwards



When to survey
Time of year: March‒October

Reptiles rely on heat from the sun to regulate their body 
temperature. Better chances in the spring (April to June) and 
autumn (mid-August to mid-October).

Time of day: Depends on the weather, but peaks of 
activity are generally in the morning and afternoon. 

Good conditions include days with sun or partial cloud 
between 10 and 20℃. 

Strong wind and heavy rain are generally bad, but sunny 
periods after rain can be productive. Long periods of hot dry 
weather are not favourable.



Where to survey
Lowland heathland



Where to survey
Tussocky grass



Where to survey
Grassy, brambly bank (south-facing)



Where to survey
Field margins / hedgerows



Where to survey
Vegetated coastal cliffs and sand dunes



Where to survey
Manure / compost heaps



Where to survey
‘Lush’ grass





Reptile survey methods
Visual searching:
• Reptiles need to warm themselves up (bask)

• They often stay partially hidden or very close to cover

• Look at interfaces between vegetation types and along edges!

• Walk slowly, scanning the ground as you go



What might you see on a reptile survey?

Reptiles 

Slow worm (Anguis fragilis)

Green lizard (Lacerta bilineata)

Wall lizard (Podarcis muralis)

Grass snake (Natrix helvetica)

Adults, juveniles, sloughs and eggs



Amphibians

Western toad / crapaud (Bufo spinosus)

Palmate newt (Lissotriton helveticus)

Agile frog (Rana dalmatina)



Reptile survey tips

Time of day:

• Early spring and autumn - middle hours of the day 

(c.11am-3pm)

• Late spring – mid morning (c.9-11am) and late 

afternoon (c.4-6pm)

• Summer – short periods in morning (c.7-9am) and 

evening (6-8pm); hot weather can produce totally 

negative results



Recording your results

https://jerseybiodiversitycentre.org.je/user/login

Creating a JBC account

https://jerseybiodiversitycentre.org.je/user/login


Email confirmation

Follow the link to set up your password and activate your account



Entering your results
‘Enter data’ menu – ‘Activities’



Entering data







Entering results and photos



Explore your records


