
Coloration variable, 
includes brown, 
yellow and orange.  
Some females have 
red markings on lower 
body.  
  
Usually has a dark 
ómaskô marking behind 
the eye.   

Spawn is laid in gelatinous 
clumps.  

Common toad Adults 5-9 cm.  Rough skin.  Brown with darker markings.  
Less commonly, some individuals are very dark, almost 
black, others are brick-red. 

Makes small hops rather than 
jumps of common frog.   

Amphibian Identification 

Adults 6-7 cm.  
Smooth skin, which 
appears moist. 

Markings also variable, 
including varying amounts 
of black spots and stripes. 

Common frog 

Males smaller than 
females.  Breeding males 
can also be distinguished 
by dark (nuptial)  pads on  
innermost two toes of the 
front feet. 

ARG UK 

Grey/pale blue 
throat. 
 
Thick front legs. 
 
Dark (nuptial) pad 
on inner toes of 
the front feet. 

Breeding pair 

Toad spawn is laid 
in gelatinous 
strings, wrapped 
around vegetation.  
Less conspicuous 
than common frog 
spawn. 

Toadlets transforming from the 
tadpole stage are often very dark 
in colour.   

Juveniles are 
similar colours 
to adults, 
including  
brick-red. 

Breeding male 

Young froglets look like 
smaller versions of the 
adults.   



Calling pool frog  Calling marsh frog 

This is a group of non-native 
frogs, including pool, edible 

and marsh frogs (although there is one population of pool 
frogs which is native).  There is considerable variation in 
colour and markings within each species, so identification by 
eye can be difficult.  Water frogs breed in late spring/early 
summer.  Males call loudly at this time and sporadically later 
in the summer.  The calls are a useful way of distinguishing 
the species and can be heard on the Alien Encounters 

website (www.alienencounters.org.uk). 

Pool frog 

Water/green frogs 

Female 

Male 

Female (native 
form) 

Pool frogs are similar in size to the common frog.  

This is a rare species, unlikely to be found outside 
specific dune and heathland habitats.   

Natterjack toad Strictly protected 
species, requiring 
a licence to handle 
or disturb. 

On hatching common frog and toad tadpoles 
are black.  As they develop, common frog 

tadpoles become mottled with bronze, whereas toad tadpoles 

remain uniformly dark until the last stages of development.  

Common frog and toad tadpoles generally complete 
development in the summer, but development rates are 
variable; some tadpoles may not transform until later in the 
year, or they may even remain as tadpoles over winter, 

becoming much larger than normal. 

Tadpoles of water/green frogs grow larger than native frog 
and toad tadpoles.  There are usually mottled markings on 

the base of the tail and the belly is usually white. 

Frog 

Toad 

Tadpoles 

Similar in size and appearance to common toad, 
but with a pale stripe running along the back.  

Calling male water frogs inflate a pair of balloon-
like vocal sacs, one either side of the head.  
These sacs are dark grey in marsh frogs, white 
in pool frogs and pale grey in edible frogs. 

Grows to a little larger than the common frog.  

Edible frog 

Water frog 



Black spots on body of tadpole.  
The tadpole stage can last 
several years and tadpoles 
grow to a large size, exceeding 

10 cm. 

A large frog growing to 13 cm (much larger than the common frog).  Variable coloration and 
markings.  May, or may not, have pale dorsal stripe.  Marsh frogs usually have some vivid green 

coloration, but some can be predominantly brown.  

Marsh frog 

Midwife toad A small non-native species, growing up to      
5 cm. Rough skin, so potentially mistaken for 
a juvenile common toad.  Midwife toads, 
however, have vertical pupils (horizontal in 

common toad) and males carry the eggs. 

Few established populations, which are 

usually associated with gardens. 

Secretive, but has a distinctive call, a single, 
repeated tone, like an electronic bleep, given 
on warm summer evenings (can be heard on 

www.alienencounters.org.uk). 

Male 
carrying 

eggs 

A very large, non-native frog growing to 15 cm. Calls loudly and breeds 
during the summer (call can be heard on the Alien Encounters website 

www.alienencounters.org.uk). 

Ridge behind eye runs 
around ear-drum.  
There is no 

dorsolateral ridge. 

Young frogs squeak 
when disturbed. 

Dorsolateral ridge. 

North American bullfrog 

Unlikely to be found (there is only one known 
population in the UK) but vigilance is important 
to identify any additional released animals. 

Sometimes mistaken for North American bullfrog, but marsh frogs have dorsolateral ridges and calling males have 
paired vocal sacs, either side of the head (both features absent in bullfrogs). 

Froglet with remains of tail 


